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Presentation

THE HISTORY of our civilization, which according to K. Marx has been the history
of the class struggle, has had an ubiquitous element in all its stages, the violent
resolution of conflicts between human groups. Wars have been the inseparable
companions of humanity’s journey through all their long and tortuous develop-
ment.

Thus, each interval of peace between conflicts seems like an oasis where hu-
man beings are repaired from the traumas of the previous conflict, vow not to
fall back into the temptation of violence and end up justifying without remedy
the relevance of the next conflict. As Aeschylus said, truth is the first victim of
all war.

All of the above confirms the convenience of analyzing the phenomenon of
peace in the broadest possible context. This number is undoubtedly a remark-
able contribution to this effort. In the pages of his dossier, readers will find a
wide spectrum of interdisciplinary contributions to the different facets of this
concept. Below you can read the interviews with Irma Alma Ochoa, a prominent
defender of the rights of women, girls and adolescents, as well as withGabrielle
John, Secretary of the United Nations Study on Progress on Youth, Peace and Se-
curity.

There are also a couple of essential works of great relevance: Culture of
peace: a possible utopia, by Anayeli Santiago, and, Solidarity economy: local and
diverse, by Ivette Ayvar.

This number is an essential reading for all those interested in knowing the
different perspectives of studies on peace. ki
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